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Voyage of the H.M.S.  Beagle

Charles Darwin

Arrived from London. Went on board the Beagle. 
Everything was so new, the Coxswain's piping, the 
manning the yards, the men working at the hawsers to the 
sound of a fife; but nothing is so striking as the rapidity of 
the orders and the alertness with which they are obeyed.

We weighed anchors and sailed. I was soon sick. When a 
heavy gale came on, I suffered most dreadfully; such a 
whistling of the wind and roar of the sea, the hoarse 
screams of the officers and shouts of the men, made a 
concert that I shall not soon forget.

A wonderful shoal of porpoises crossed the bows of our 
vessel. The whole sea in places was furrowed by them; 
they proceeded by jumps, in which the whole body was 
exposed, and as hundreds thus cut the water it presented a 
most extraordinary spectacle.

It may sound strange, but it is necessary for a person to be 
some time in a ship, before he understands how to enjoy a 
favorable wind. During a fair breeze, nothing can be more 
delightful than the general cheerfulness which pervades the 
whole ship.

I find living on board a most excellent time for all sorts of 
study. I sit in my own corner, snug and quiet, and listen to 
the wind roaring through the rigging with the same sort of 
feeling that I often have when sitting round a Christmas 
fire.

The sea from its extreme luminousness presented a 
wonderful and most beautiful appearance; every part of the 
water which by day is seen as foam, glowed with a pale 
light. The vessel drove before her bows two billows of 
liquid phosphorus, and in her wake was a milky train. The 
crest of every wave was bright; and from the reflected 
light, the sky just above the horizon was not so utterly dark 
as the rest of the heavens.

When on board H.M.S. Beagle, as naturalist, I was much 
struck with certain facts in the distribution of the 
inhabitants of South America, and in the geological 
relations of the present to the past inhabitants of that 
continent. These facts seemed to me to throw some light on 
the origin of species. On my return home, it occurred to 
me, that something might perhaps be made out of this 
question by patiently accumulating and reflecting on all 
sorts of facts which could possibly have any bearing on it. 
After five years work, I allowed myself to speculate on the 
subject, and drew up some short notes; these I enlarged into 
a sketch of the conclusions, which then seemed to me 
probable.

A sealing vessel arrived commanded by Capt. Lowe; a 
notorious man, who has frequented these seas for many 
years and been the terror to all small vessels. I think these 
men strikingly resemble the old buccaneers.

In considering the Origin of Species, it is quite conceivable 
that a naturalist, reflecting on the mutual affinities of 
organic beings, on their embryological relations, their 
geographical distribution, geological succession, and other 
such facts, might come to the conclusion that each species 
had not been independently created, but had descended,

Muse

My time since the making of a net has been fully 
occupied with collecting numerous small animals from 
the sea. Many of these creatures, so low in the scale of 
nature, are most exquisite in their forms and rich colors. 
It creates a feeling of wonder that so much beauty should 
be apparently created for such little purpose.

I first saw the glory of tropical vegetation on the island of 
Saint Jago: if the eye attempts to follow the flight of a 
gaudy butterfly, it is arrested by some strange tree or 
fruit; if watching an insect one forgets it in the stranger 
flower it is crawling over; if turning to admire the 
splendor of the scenery, the individual character of the 
foreground fixes the attention. The mind is a chaos of 
delight.

I proceeded into the interior of the forest. A profound 
gloom reigns everywhere; it would be impossible to tell 
the sun was shining, if it was not for an occasional gleam 
of light, shooting as it were through a shutter, on the 
ground beneath; and that the tops of the more lofty trees 
are brightly illuminated. Whilst seated on the trunk of a 
decaying tree amidst such scenes, one feels an 
inexpressible delight. The rippling of some little brook, 
the tap of a woodpecker, or scream of some more distant 
bird, by the distinctness with which it is heard, brings the 
conviction how still the rest of nature is.

I walked on to Punta Alta to look after fossils; and to my 
great joy, I found the head of some large animal, 
imbedded in a soft rock. It took me nearly three hours to 
get it out. As far as I am able to judge, it is allied to the 
rhinoceros. I did not get it on board till some hours after 
it was dark.



like varieties, from other species. Nevertheless, such a 
conclusion, even if well founded, would be unsatisfactory, 
until it could be shown how the innumerable species 
inhabiting this world have been modified, so as to acquire 
that perfection of structure and co-adaptation which most 
justly excites our admiration.

I watched the progress of a squall; the black cloud with its 
rising arch, then the line of white breakers, which steadily 
approaches, till the ship heels over and the squall is heard 
whistling through the rigging.

As many more individuals of each species are born than 
can possibly survive; and as, consequently, there is a 
frequently recurring struggle for existence, it follows that 
any being, if it vary however slightly in any manner 
profitable to itself, under the complex and sometimes 
varying conditions of life, will have a better chance of 
surviving, and thus be naturally selected. From the strong 
principle of inheritance, any selected variety will tend to 
propagate its new and modified form.

Today Mr. Rowlett expired. On the following day the 
funeral service was read on the quarter deck, and his body 
lowered into the sea; it is an awful and solemn sound, that 
splash of the waters over the body of an old shipmate.

There was a curious spectacle of many sperm whales; some 
of which were jumping straight up out of the water; every 
part of the body was visible excepting the fin of the tail. As 
they fell sideways into the water, the noise was as loud as a 
distant great gun.

Although much remains obscure, and will long remain 
obscure, I can entertain no doubt, after the most deliberate 
study and dispassionate judgement of which I am capable, 
that the view which most naturalists entertain, and which I 
formerly entertained - namely, that each species has been 
independently created - is erroneous. I am fully convinced 
that species are not immutable; but that those belonging to 
what are called the same genera are lineal descendants of 
some other and generally extinct species, in the same 
manner as the acknowledged varieties of any one species 
are the descendants of that species. Furthermore, I am 
convinced that natural selection has been the main but not 
exclusive means of modification.

We came to an anchor at Falmouth. The H.M.S. Beagle 
had completed its commission in five years and one
 hundred and thirty six days.

I have found beds of recent shells at an elevation of 
thirteen hundred feet. It seems a probable conjecture that 
the want of animals in this region may be owing to none 
having been created since this country was raised from 
the sea.

I learned the terrible news of a great earthquake: that not 
a house in Concepcion was standing; that seventy 
villages were destroyed, and that a great wave had 
destroyed the port. The whole coast was strewed over 
with timber and furniture as if a thousand great ships had 
been wrecked. Many great cracks traversed the ground; 
some of these near the cliffs on the coast were a yard 
wide.

The full-grown tortoise is nearly a yard long in its back 
shell: they are so strong as easily to carry me, and too 
heavy to lift from the ground. The effect is very comical 
in seeing these huge creatures with outstretched neck so 
deliberately pacing onwards. When they arrive at the 
spring, they bury their heads above the eyes in the muddy 
water and greedily suck in great mouthfuls.

I walked to the Southwest extremity of the island: the 
day was clear and hot, and I saw the island not smiling 
with beauty, but staring with naked hideousness. The 
lava streams are rugged while intervening spaces are 
concealed with layers of pumice, ashes, and volcanic 
sandstone. Rounded volcanic bombs, which must have 
assumed this form when projected red hot from the 
crater, lie strewed on the surface. When passing this end 
of the island at sea, I could not imagine the cause of the 
white patches, with which the whole plain was mottled: I 
now found out it was owing to the number of seafowl, 
which sleep in such full confidence, to allow a man to 
walk up to and seize hold of them. On the beach a great 
sea, was tumbling over the broken lava rocks. The ocean 
is a raging monster, insult him a thousand miles distance, 
and his great carcass is stirred with anger through half an 
hemisphere.

all text excerpted from Diary of the Voyage of the H.M.S. Beagle and The Origin of Species by Charles Darwin
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When on board the H.M.S. Beagle, as naturalist, I was much struck with certain facts in the distribution of the inhabitans of South America,
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and in the geological relations of the present to the past inhabitants of that continent. These facts seemed to me to throw some light on the

origin of species. On my return home, it occurred to me, that something might perhaps be made out of this question by patiently

accumulating and reflecting on all sorts of facts which could possibly have any bearing on it. After five years work, I allowed myself to

speculate on the subject, and drew up some short notes; these I enlarged into a sketch of the conclusions, which then seemed to me probable.
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In considering the Origin of Species, it is quite conceivable that a naturalist, reflecting on the mutual affinities of organic beings, on their

embryological relations, their geographical distribution, geological succession, and other such facts, might come to the conclusion that each
species had not been independently created, but had descended, like varieties, from other species. Nevertheless, such a conclusion, even if
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well founded, would be unsatisfactory, until it could be shown how the innumerable species inhabiting this world have been modified,

so as to acquire that perfection of structure and co-adaptation which most justly excites our admiration.
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individuals of each species are born than can possibly survvive; and as, consequently, there is a frequrently recurring struggle for
existence, it follows that any being, if it vary however slightly in any manner profitable to itself, under the complex and somtimes

varying conditions of life, will have a better chance of surviving, and thus be naturally selected. From the strong
principle of inheritance, any selected variety will tend to propagate its new and modified form.

As many more
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Although much remains obscure,

and will long remain obscure, I can entertain no doubt, after the most deliberate study and dispassionate judgement of which I am capable,
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that the view which most naturalists entertain, and which I formerly entertained - namely, that each species has been independently created -

is erroneous. I am fully convinced that species are not immutable; but that those belonging to what are called the same genera are lineal
descendants of some other and generally extinct species, in the same manner as the acknowledged varieties of any one species are the

descendants of that species. Furthermore, I am convinced that natural selection has been the main but not exclusive
means of modification.

I walked to the Southwest extremity of the island: the day was clear and hot, and I saw the island not smiling
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with beauty, but staring with naked hideousness. The lava streams are rugged while intervening spaces are concealed with layers of pumice,

ashes, and volcanic sandstone. Rounded volcanic bombs, which must have assumed this form when projected red hot from the crater, lie

strewed on the surface. When passing this end of the island at sea, I could not imagine the cause of the white patches, with which the whole
plain was mottled: I now found out it was owing to the number of seafowl, which sleep in such full confidence, to allow a man to walk up to
and seize hold of them. On the beach a great sea, was tumbling over the broken lava rocks. The ocean is a raging monster, insult him a thousand

miles distance, and his great carcass is stirred with
anger through half an hemisphere.


