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SCENARIO

THE MUSIC OPENS AS A FORTE RAUCOUS NOISE OF A VIOLENT, SUSTAINED, DIN - METALLIC AND SHRILL -
WITH AN UNDERLYING, LOWER-REGISTER, RHYTHMIC BEAT - A HUGE PIECE OF MACHINERY - GEARS AND
COGS AND CAMS - MALFUNCTIONING.

THE RAUCOUS NOISE INTRODUCES A NEW, OUT OF KILTER, MECHANISTIC MUSIC FOR THE FOLLOWING
FANTASY SCENE.

AT THE RAUCOUS NOISE, JEANNE RUSHES TO HER OFFICE DOORWAY AND LOOKS OUT INTO THE FACTORY
AREA. FAKE PISTONS, SURREALISTIC GEARS AND FLYWHEELS, VARIOUS MACHINE STRUCTURES FLY IN
AND TRANSFORM THE FACTORY INTO A SINGLE, COMPLEX AND IMPRESSIONISTIC ASSEMBLY LINE. AS
THE RAUCOUS NOISE FINISHES AND THE MUSIC BEGINS, THE WORKERS ENTER THE FACTORY FROM THE
WINGS, FROM BEHIND MACHINES, ETC.

THE WORKERS BRING OUT VARIED SIZED WAGONS OR CARTS, EACH ONE LOADED WITH A DIFFERENT
SUPPLY OF "RAW MATERIALS" TO BE FED INTO PARTS OF THE ASSEMBLY LINE. THESE RAW MATERIALS
CONSIST OF:

- A LARGE STACK OF GREEN LEAVES OF DIFFERENT SHAPES, SIZES AND SHADES

- A MOUND OF DARK EARTH WITH A LARGE MEASURING CUP

- A TROLLEY LOAD OF CHILDREN'S STUFFED CUDDLY ANIMALS (TEDDY BEARS, DOGS, ELEPHANTS,
TIGERS, CLOWNS, ETC.)

- AN ASSORTMENT OF LARGE, PINK, SEASHELLS

- RACKS OF UNIFORMLY SIZED GLASS JARS FULL OF WATER

- APILE OF SAND WITH A SMALL BUCKET AND SHOVEL FOR MEASURING

- A WAGONLOAD OF BRIGHTLY COLORED FLOWERS

- A HOPPER OF WOOD CHIPS WITH BARK ON ONE SIDE, AND WITH A HANGING SCALE FOR MEASURING

- A SUPPLY OF THICK, SCARLET RED, VALENTINE-SHAPED HEARTS

- FIVE GALLON CANS (LIDS REMOVED) OF PAINT IN ASSORTED COLORS INCLUDING BLACK, WHITE,
BROWN, AND MUTE EARTH TONES (COLORS THAT MIGHT BE INTERPRETED AS DIFFERENT HUES OR
SHADES OF HUMAN SKIN.

A SERIES OF NAKED RED LIGHT BULBS LIGHTING ONE AT A TIME WILL INDICATE THE PROGRESS OF THE
"PRODUCT" AS, HIDDEN IN THE MACHINERY, IT MAKES ITS WAY THROUGH THE ASSEMBLY PROCESS.

THIS FANTASY IS A COMPLEX, CHOREOGRAPHED SCENE. UNDER JEANNE'S INITIALLY PASSIVE
OBSERVATION, THE FACTORY IS MODIFIED, GEARS UP FOR, AND BEGINS PRODUCING - ONE AT A TIME -
"HUMAN BEINGS". EACH TIME A HUMAN IS PRODUCED IT IS SEEN TO BE SERIOUSLY FLAWED -
MANNEQUINS WITH THREE LEGS, OR NO ARMS, OR THE HEAD ATTACHED TO AN ELBOW, ETC. - WITH EACH
FINISHED PRODUCT FULLY CLOTHED BUT LIFELESS. AFTER EVERY FAILURE, THE WORKERS MAKE
ADJUSTMENTS TO THE MANUFACTURING PROCESS WITH MACHINERY CHANGES OR ALTERATIONS IN THE
INPUT OF RAW MATERIALS. THEN WITH NEW HOPE, THE MAIN POWER SWITCH IS TURNED ON AGAIN, THE
LINE CYCLES OUT ANOTHER PRODUCT, AND ANOTHER LIFELESS AND MISASSEMBLED IMITATION OF A
HUMAN IS PRODUCED

AFTER THE FIRST THREE FAILURES [LOADING IN THE RAW MATERIALS, STARTING THE LINE, FOLLOWING
THE RED LIGHTS TO THE "OUTPUT", FOLLOWED BY "ADJUSTMENTS" IN THE PROCESS, SAM ENTERS WITH
A WAGONLOAD OF OVERSIZED, OLD-FASHIONED ALARM CLOCKS WITH A DOUBLE BELL ON TOP AND A
LARGE KEY FOR WINDING. HE TAKES ONE, WINDS IT UP, AND INSERTS IT INTO A POINT ON THE ASSEMBLY
LINE. HE THROWS THE SWITCH. ONCE AGAIN THE MACHINERY AND RED LIGHTS CYCLE. THIS TIME, A
CORRECTLY MADE BUT STILL LIFELESS HUMAN IS PRODUCED.

JEANNE, UNTIL NOW A PASSIVE OBSERVER, GOES INTO HER OFFICE AND TAKES A BOX FROM HER DESK
DRAWER. SHE TAKES THE BOX INTO THE FACTORY AREA AND GOES UP TO THE ASSEMBLY LINE. FROM
THE BOX SHE TAKES A SINGLE, WHITE CANDLE. SHE LIGHTS IT, CAREFULLY PLACES IT INSIDE THE LINE,
THEN GOES TO THE SWITCH AND TURNS IT ON. THE ASSEMBLY PROCESS CYCLES AGAIN. FROM THE END
OF THE LINE ANOTHER HUMAN FIGURE IS PRODUCED - CORRECTLY ASSEMBLED AND OBVIOUSLY ALIVE -
IT IS MARK.

HER HANDS PRESSED TO HER FACE, JEANNE FREEZES. BUT THE ASSEMBLY LINE CONTINUES WITH
ANOTHER CYCLE, THE MUSIC BECOMING LOUDER AND LOUDER - GROWING MORE AND MORE OMINOQUS.
THE RED LIGHTS LOOSE THEIR SEQUENCE AND START FLASHING HELTER-SKELTER. AS THE MUSIC
CRESCENDOS, SAM RUSHES TO TURN OFF THE POWER BUT HE IS TOO LATE. THE COMPLETED PRODUCT
EMERGES FROM THE END OF THE LINE AS SAM TURNS OFF THE SWITCH - A FIGURE BROKEN AND LIFELESS,
IT IS THE DANCER OF JEANNE'S SPIRIT.



THE MUSIC STOPS WITH THE THROW OF THE SWITCH. MARK STANDS IMMOBILE, A CALM EXPRESSION
ON HIS FACE. JEANNE ALSO REMAINS UNMOVING. THE WORKERS, WITH SAM LEADING, PICK UP THE
DANCER AND CARRY HER INTO JEANNE'S OFFICE AND LAY HER GENTLY ACROSS THE TOP OF THE DESK.
THEN ALL THE WORKERS, WITH EXPRESSIONS OF SORROW AND GRIEF, BACK SLOWLY OUT OF THE
OFFICE INTO THE AREA, AND EXIT INTO WINGS OR OUT OF SIGHT BEHIND THE MACHINES.

SAM SADLY BACKS AWAY FROM THE DANCER'S BODY AND EXITS THROUGH THE INNER DOOR TO HIS
OFFICE.

STILL IN THE FACTORY AREA, MARK STANDS CALM AND UNMOVING AS HE HAS BEEN SINCE EMERGING
FROM THE END OF THE ASSEMBLY LINE. JEANNE STANDS AT A DISTANCE FROM MARK.

MARK, WHO HAS ACKNOWLEDGED NO ONE SINCE HIS ENTRANCE FROM THE MACHINE, WALKS IN
SILENCE [WE DO NOT HEAR THE SOUND OF HIS FOOTSTEPS] ACROSS TO JEANNE'S OFFICE AND GOES
INSIDE.

JEANNE TURNS AS HE CROSSES IN FRONT OF HER. MARK TAKES NO NOTICE OF HER, BUT HER EYES
FOLLOW AS HE WALKS ON INTO HER OFFICE [SHE IS POSITIONED TO SEE IN TO THE DESK THROUGH THE
OPEN DOORWAY].

MARK STANDS BESIDE AND UPSTAGE OF THE DANCER'S BODY. HE BENDS OVER AND GENTLY KISSES
HER ON THE LIPS. AS HE DOES SO, THE MUSIC RESUMES.

MARK SLOWLY RESUMES HIS STANDING POSITION, THEN REACHES OUT AND PLACES THE PALM OF HIS
HAND ACROSS THE DANCER'S FOREHEAD. AS THE DANCER OPENS HER EYES AND STIRS SLIGHTLY, MARK
REMOVES HIS HAND.

THE DANCER AND MARK LOOK INTO EACH OTHER'S EYES FOR A MOMENT, THEN THE DANCER HOLDS UP
HER HAND. MARK TAKES IT AND HELPS HER TO FIRST SIT UP ON THE DESK, THEN TO STAND BESIDE HIM.

MARK GENTLY ENFOLDS THE DANCER IN HIS ARMS AND HOLDS HER AGAINST HIM. IN THE FACTORY
AREA, JEANNE RUNS UPSTAGE BUT PAUSES BEFORE EXITING THROUGH THE OUTSIDE DOOR TO LOOK
BACK. THUS FOLLOWS A DANCE BETWEEN MARK AND THE DANCER. AT THE END OF THE DANCE JEANNE
EXITS THROUGH THE OUTSIDE DOOR.

COPYRIGHT 2010 MARKWARHOL
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